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Meet The New Staff
Quaker  Cove  is  excited  to  welcome  it's  first  full-
time employees! Karl and Liz Seume, currently in
Germany, will be moving to the camp in Fall 2015
to  create  new  programming  and  help  with  the
development  of  the  camp  (among  many  other
things). Below, we've included a little Q&A with Liz
and Karl so you can find out more!

Would you tell us a little about your decision to 
move back to the US and come to Quaker Cove?

We've felt for a long time that our next move would be 
back to the U.S.; we held that idea loosely and prayed 
that God would make it clear if he had other plans. God
didn't change our hearts, so last year we set a date (Fall
2015) for our move back. We assumed that Karl would 
find work as a chef, again leaving room for God to show
us what he wanted us to be doing. A few days later, we 
were singing some old camp songs to the kids. Karl 
looked like a light bulb went on over his head and said 
“Why don't we go to Quaker Cove?” After that it was 
hard for us to think of any other possibility. We started 
praying about the idea and knew that it was from God. 
The more we've prepared for this, we've realized God 
has been preparing us for this work for a long time. 

Liz, a lot of us know you from your time as a missionary 
to Russia with Northwest Yearly Meeting. Karl, could you

tell us a little about yourself ?

I was born in the US but grew up in Germany for the
most part. My family and I were really involved in the
Quaker community in Germany and I met Liz while she
was  a  Missionary  in  Russia  at  a  European  Young
Friends Gathering. Liz and I got married in 2008, and I
have have trained and worked as a Chef since then. God
gave me a passion for cooking but also for spending
time outdoors; canoeing, hiking, biking, forestry work
and  gardening.  At  Quaker  Cove  I  look  forward  to
sharing this passion with others.

How do you feel about leaving Germany?

We both feel sad to be leaving Germany, as anyone 
does when they leave somewhere that has been home 
for such a long time (6 years for Liz and 23 for Karl). 
We will miss our friends and family here, of course, 
and the culture as well and will definitely be leaving a 
part of our hearts behind. However, we can't wait to 
join God in the work he is doing at Quaker Cove and 
the blessing to be closer to other family.

How do you intend to support yourself?

We are fund-raising our support, which means asking 
friends, families and churches to give monthly 
donations so that we will be released to work full-time 
at Quaker Cove. Until now, the camp has been 
maintained by a group of volunteers who have worked 
hard to keep it going. However, for the camp to be able 
to financially survive in the future, it will need people 
who can put in a lot more time and work. At the 
moment the camp can't afford to pay staff, but our goal 
is to be able to bring in enough business and for the 
camp to be usable year-round so that eventually our 
salary and expenses will be covered by the camp. It 
will be a lot of hard work to raise so much, but we 
really believe that God will provide for what He has 
called us to do!

What will each of you be doing at the camp?
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Liz will mainly be developing new programming, 
working with marketing and building up contacts for 
the camp. Karl will be developing a food service 
program and doing some work on the grounds and 
buildings. We'll both be working with hospitality, camp
activities, and a million other little things that need to 
be done as a regular part of camp life.

Liz, has Quaker Cove changed much since you were a 
camper there in the 90's?

I think anyone who has ever been to Quaker Cove has 
been moved. That has definitely not changed. We were 
there in January for a short visit and it still has a way of
washing over you with a strong feeling of peace in 
God's presence. So many lives have been changed there
and for me, personally, I would even call it a kind of 
“Holy place”. The camps that I attended as a youth 
aren't currently running as attendance dropped too 
low. I hope that with some hard work we can bring 
back our youth and kids camps.

There have been many improvements to buildings and 
the camp is definitely looking cleaned up. Things do 
wear with age though, and there are some really big 
updates that need to happen with plumbing, electricity
and housing in general. As always, anyone who visits 
the camp can see it's beauty and can also see the great 
potential of the camp.

What changes do you expect to see at the camp over the 
next few years?

The first change you can already see is the camp's new 
website which Liz has been working hard on over the 
last few months. We hope that this will help bring in 
new business, donations and help people be more 
connected with the camp through social media. We 
would also like to translate the website into Russian 
and Spanish so that we can work with the many 
foreign churches in the northwest. (Please contact us if
you would like to volunteer to help with that project!)

Some small projects we have in mind are an organic 
garden and educational mini-farm and guided nature 
walks through the property. We would love to start a 

day camp and we also have other new programming 
ideas (of course if Karl has anything to do with it many 
of them will involve cooking!)

Larger projects are making the camp more usable in 
the winter and providing more lodgings for visiting 
groups. Of course plumbing and the electrical system 
need updating.

Another change is forming a network of support for 
the camp. This means newsletters, information online, 
donors, and more communication. We know there are 
a lot of people who have been touched by the camp and
would love a chance to support the camp and be 
involved, but unfortunately Quaker Cove has been 
pretty far off the radar over the last years. We hope to 
change that!

When are you moving back to the US and what are your 
plans in the meantime?

We are moving back to the US in Fall 2015. Karl is 
working as a chef in Rosenheim, where we live, and I 
am mostly home with Amelie (2) and James (1) with a 
little English teaching on the side. In the meantime, we 
are impatiently awaiting the arrival of our third child 
in March, and then we'll have several months together 
as a family to pack up, visit relatives and move to the 
US.

How can we help support you and the camp?

Here are a few ways you can support us...

1. Make a monthly or one-time donation to help get Liz 
and Karl to the camp. You can do this on the website 
www.quakercove.com or by filling out the form at 
the end of this newsletter and mailing it in.

2. Sign up for our newsletter and become a prayer 
partner. This can also be done on the website.

3. Like our page on Facebook or Google Plus, follow us 
on Twitter, or check out the new website 
www.quakercove.com  This will help our online 
presence and help new business find us more easily.

4. Consider Quaker Cove for your next retreat!

  Meet the Current Staff

Robert Festa is a man of many talents with a vision and passion for Quaker Cove. He also 
happens to know just about everyone in the greater Anacortes area. It makes sense that he is 
the on-site coordinator for the campus and also the local promoter of Quaker Cove. Robert 
joined the camp in 2012 as the camp's first paid staff member handling basic maintenance 
and welcoming guests. He has also been instrumental in bringing local groups to Quaker 
Cove to not only use the campus but to help with several improvement projects.  



Robert was able to use his contacts to bring in a group to replace the roofs on both the chapel and dining hall. 
Another work party hauled away years-worth of accumulated debris and junk that was an eyesore to the camp. 
Quaker Cove is happy to have Robert on site with his warm smile and infectious energy. When campers arrive 
looking forward to a great experience, Robert makes sure they leave satisfied.

The Palmer Legacy

Eric and Carolann Palmer have been part of Quaker 
Cove for 60 years.  During that time they have worked 
tirelessly for the betterment of Quaker Cove, convinced
that Christian camping was a key component in taking 
the gospel to children and youth.  Additionally they see
it as a place for families and churches to gather, 
worship together, and have fun.  

Besides owning a cabin at Quaker Cove, they have been
active in the leadership of Quaker Cove over the years.  
Both have served on the Quaker Cove board at various 
times throughout the years.  Eric is currently a 
member of the Quaker Cove board as a representative 
from North Seattle Friends Church where he has been 
a member since 1953.  Since Eric is a general 
contractor, he has been invaluable to the Cove over the 
years with his expertise in building.  Besides working 
on buildings himself, he has given a lot of guidance to 
projects as well as supervising those who had less 
building skill.

Carolann's legacy is still evident in the many curtains 
around the camp.  As a professional quilter, she has 
graciously lent her skills to making the camp buildings 
feel comfortable and homey.  In addition she has 
cooked many a camp meal for family camp and other 

groups using the camp.  Carolann loves to cook and we 
love to eat!

Eric and Carolann met in Quarterly Meeting Youth 
gatherings where they were both active—Eric in Puget 
Sound Quarterly Meeting and Carolann in Newberg 
Quarterly Meeting.  When the Quarterly Meetings got 
together as a Yearly Meeting, they began to notice each 
other.  It wasn't long until they fell in love and were 
married in 1956.  Carolann says the first thing they did 
after getting married was to buy the lot at Quaker Cove
and start building their cabin, which has been an 
important refuge for their family over the years.  

Since the 1950s Eric and Carolann have been active in 
the leadership of North Seattle Friends Church, 
formerly known as Friends Memorial Church.  They 
were elders at the church and served in many different 
roles, providing leadership in a wide variety of areas.  
Eric was Presiding Clerk for some time and Carolann 
was the church organist.  Professionally Eric was a 
general contractor and has worked on many homes, 
churches, and buildings in the Puget Sound area.  He 
continues with this line of work, although in his 80s he 
is slowing down some and takes on fewer jobs.  
Carolann is a professional quilter.  She has written 
books about quilting and taught many quilting classes. 
She has a reputation as a prolific quilter.  

Recently Eric and Carolann decided to move to the 
Friendsview Retirement Community in Newberg, 
Oregon.  They anticipate moving the beginning of 
November 2014 and are working hard at the process of
downsizing and getting ready to move.

As part of downsizing, Eric and Carolann have donated 
their cabin to Quaker Cove, while maintaining access to
a cabin at Quaker Cove while they and their children 
are living.  This large A-frame cabin in the trees will 
sleep 6-8 and has a lovely view of Similk Bay from their
deck.  Quaker Cove is grateful for this generous gift.  
We bless you, Eric and Carolann.



Summer at Quaker Cove 2014

If you are looking for signs that the economy is slowly improving, then
Quaker Cove this summer might be one of those signs. More camps, small
groups and individuals visited the camp this summer than in previous years.

Friends opened the official camping season over Memorial Day Weekend
with family camp, which saw a noticeable increase in overall attendance -
especially kids under 13 years old. As May turned to June,  other groups
from around Anacortes - including Girl Scout troops, and a Christian youth outdoor experience program - came to 
the camp. The campus was also the site of several spiritual retreats, workshops and family reunions. The liveliest 
group was the largest kids camp Quaker Cove had hosted in years as a megachurch from Pierce County took over 
for a week in July.

"They used every square inch of the camp and really pushed us to capacity," said Paul Meier, chairman of the camp 
board. "And that's not a bad thing."

August saw the camp return to a more regular tempo. The official camping season closed Labor Day Weekend with 
a small family using the camp to make memories and get in some last-minute crabbing before school started. Now 
that the leaves are changing color and falling from the trees, Quaker Cove's maintenance team is starting the 
winterizing process and making plans for 2015.

If you are interested in making a donation or would like 
more information you can sign up online at 
www.quakercove.com or fill out the form and mail to:

Quaker Cove Ministries
22600 116th Ave SE 
Kent, WA 98031

Name _______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

E-mail ______________________________________________________

I would like to:

□ Make a donation

□  Seume Support □ General Camp Fund

□ monthly   □ one-time 

In the amount of  $__________

□ Sign up for the e-mail Newsletter

□ Sign up to receive a paper Newsletter 

□ Be contacted by telephone

□ Other _________________________________


